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Degrees, Certificates, and Diplomas Conferred
to the Class of 2008

HCC-ECSU Teacher Prep Students Maintain Straight A’s
to Graduation

HCC graduates celebrate the conferral of certificates,
diplomas and degrees during commencement exercises, May
10.

HCC President, Dr. Ervin V. Griffin, Sr. recognized recipients of the second annual Presidential Partnership
Award. Allen J. Smart of the Kate B. Reynolds Charitable Trust, Pamela S. Whitaker of Turning Point Workforce
Development Board, and Jean Lovejoy of the U.S. Postal Service were presented the award for commitment
and partnership in developing workforce education programs and supporting economic development in the
Roanoke Valley.

Griffin also gave the charge to the graduates. “While the ceremony today is called a commencement, which
means a beginning, in a very true sense, that’s what it means today. It is also, for many of you, a beginning for
your life’s ambitions and aspirations. If your years of education have been meaningful, then you don’t need
me to tell you that you now have new responsibilities because of your training and education,” said Griffin.
“You don’t need me to tell you that you are going to be expected to contribute to society and you don’t need
for me to tell you of the trials and triumphs that await you in your life. You already know that.”

Graduate Rodrigo Martinez gave the student response. “Today, we become better citizens of the United States
of America. We will take our tools, our skills and our education and use them to make a difference in this great
nation and the world.”

HCC graduates of the class of 2008 were eager to march across the stage
Saturday, May 10, in The Centre as they accepted certificates, diplomas
and degrees. This year, there were 469 graduates. During the ceremony,
more than 170 students and 110 family members and friends participated
in the event. The Board of Trustees officially declared May 10 as the Day of
the Graduate. Kennon Briggs, vice president of Business and Finance for
the North Carolina Community College System gave the commencement
address.

Briggs emphasized to students the significance of overcoming life’s obstacles
to reach dreams and that it is not so important to remember where they
began, but where they find themselves in the end. “I challenge each of you
graduates today. What footprints are you going to leave in the sands of
time so that someone looking at your success can say, ‘I can do that. I can
be successful like they are’,” asked Briggs. “You’ve been prepared to walk
that path by HCC… Work is not a curse. It’s a blessing from God who calls us
to transform the Earth so that the divine work of creation might continue.”

They were first in line to receive their diplomas. Three students from the HCC-Elizabeth City State University
Teacher Prep program had the chance to march across the stage at the ECSU campus and receive their credentials
on May 3. Graduates Sheri Chang, Bobby Corley and Connie White graduated from the program—and not only
that—they each graduated with a straight “A” average.                                                                       contd. on page 3



There was much anticipation on campus as
HCC held its first ever “Saluting Our Local
African-American Heroes” celebration Feb.
19. Honors were bestowed on several
community leaders during the ceremony
held at The Centre. Special recognition was
given to Dock Brown and Dr. Stanley
Edwards in the form of lifetime service
awards.

Dock M. Brown is a retired teacher and
principal, and an Army veteran of the
Korean War. He has served as a county
commissioner in Halifax County, as a
member of the North Carolina House of
Representatives, District 7, as a trustee at
ECSU, and as an appointee to the
Governor’s Commission to evaluate
superior court judges.

Brown was awarded N.C.’s Order of the
Long Leaf Pine and in 2007, the Weldon
Town Commissioner was presented a
plaque by U.S. Congressman G.K.
Butterfield. As a culminating honor, the
N.C.House approved legislation naming
Weldon’s post office in honor of him for his
service and dedication to the community.

Dr. Stanley Edwards is currently the chair-

man of the HCC Board of Trustees. An
educator, Edwards is the retired assistant
superintendent of Halifax County Schools.
During his tenure, he also served as Director
of Programs for Exceptional Children and
Student Services, principal, and teacher.

A believer in strong community involvement,
Edwards is also vice-chairman for the Weldon
City Board of Education.  He is a member and
financial secretary for the Weldon First
Baptist Church Board of Deacons, a member
of the Weldon Day Care Center Board of
Directors, and financial secretary for the
Weldon-Halifax Community Center Board of
Directors. Remaining active in the Roanoke
Valley and at HCC, Edwards is also a former
member of the Halifax Department of Social
Services’ Board of Directors.

HCC Salutes Local African-American Heroes

McElheney Establishes Nursing Scholarship

As we wrap up another successful year,
I would like to share some highlights of
2007-08 with you.

Our Long Range Plan (2007-2013) was
completed and approved by the North
Carolina Community College System .
The plan was developed to anticipate
what future college programs and
facilities are needed to serve the
Roanoke Valley.

We also received a grant from the
Motorsports Program Expansion Funds
to provide training in the area of racing
alignment and suspension and braking
systems. The $12,500 grant will allow
us to provide this training starting fall
2008.

HCC hosted the first-ever Men to Men
Summit on May 1. We registered more
than 350 men for the event  intended
to encourage the enrollment and
graduation of young men from college.

The Halifax-Warren Smart Start
Partnership for Children recently
named HCC Child Care Center Teacher
Rhonda Johnston as the 2008 Early
Childhood Educator of the Year.
Weldon Mayor Johnny Draper
presented a proclamation to the center
in recognition of the Week of the Young
Child.

Distinguished service awards were
given Apr. 17, as we honored students
during the first Academic Awards
Ceremony. During the Academic
Excellence Ceremony in Raleigh,
students Sherry Agee and Johnnie
Stevenson were honored.  Also, HCC
student Shenik Lindsay was named
Outstanding Human Resource
Development Student from the Eastern
Region of North Carolina.

Feel free to stop by campus, call (252)
536-4221 or visit www.halifaxcc.edu for
news and information.

at HCC who is in need of financial assistance.
The annual scholarship recipient will be
selected based on grade point average, full-
time enrollment, two letters of
recommendation recognizing citizenship
qualities and community involvement,
demonstration of financial need, and
program of study.

“HCC is second to none one of the best
schools that we are affiliated with and it is an
honor to be establishing this scholarship
during the presidency of Dr. Griffin,” said
McElheney. She and husband, Charles, who
is HCC’s Foundation Board Chair, seek to
perpetuate the memory of their parents
through the establishment of scholarships,
first, because of their parents’ love of
education and second, because children need
every opportunity to gain an education. The
McElheney’s support Chowan University,
HCC, Mercer University and Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University.

To find out more on establishing scholarships,
contact the HCC Foundation Office at (252)
536-7234.

Charles and Cheryl McElheney with Dr. Ervin V.
Griffin, Sr.

Cheryl H. McElheney of Roanoke Rapids has
established the Bernice Hatchell Hobday
Nursing Scholarship 2008 at Halifax
Community College in loving memory of her
late mother, Bernice Adell Hatchell Hobday.
The scholarship is also established to the glory
of God and in honor of Margaret Nixon and
Ruth Elliott Oakes.

The award will recognize and promote
academic achievement for a student enrolled

HCC Board Chairman, Dr. Stanley Edwards,
congratulates Dock Brown.

Message from the President



Instructors Land Two Top Spots in State Art Show

The N.C.Community College System held its
Community College Arts Exhibition and
reception in March. Since 1998, original art
has been on display in the Caswell Building
as part of the show.

This was the last year that retiring NCCCS
President Martin Lancaster hosted the
reception for the exhibit. Each of the 58
community colleges is represented among
the 143 pieces of art displayed.

Many artists were on hand to meet and
greet each other. Among those whose work
was chosen were HCC instructors Karen
Lynch Harley and Maryellen Jones. Harley’s
work, “Cows,” and Jones’ “Strange Fruit”
are oil paintings.

“Cows” is 30"x 50" oil on wood panel.
Harley painted it shortly after visiting a farm
in Hartford County, Md., called Indian
Springs. Now a cow pasture, the farm
began as a large Native American village
that was

attacked by British settlers, and then handed
to new owners. “It was such a tranquil sight.
I took several photos and did several
paintings based on the site. I love to do pieces
that have a history and that tell a story,” said
Harley.

“Strange Fruit” was inspired by a song
written by Abel Mecropol in the mid-1930s.
Mecropol was a New York City public school
teacher and was a Jewish immigrant of

Russian origin. He published music under the
name of Allen Lewis. His song “Strange Fruit”
was sung by Billie Holiday in 1937. This was
the fifth piece of Jones’ work accepted for
the exhibit.

“Cows” by Karen Lynch Harley

“Strange Fruit” by Maryellen Jones

HCC-ECSU Teacher Prep Students (contd.)

“We really pushed each other,” said Corley.
The three were able to take classes at HCC
and online throughout the program.

Chang graduated from HCC in 2006 with an
Associate in Arts and went straight into
Teacher Prep. “I really want to make a
difference in the lives of children,” she said.
Chang had been a substitute teacher for
about two years in the Roanoke Rapids
Graded School District before beginning the
program. She continues to work as a sub and
hopes to find a full-time K-5 teaching
position soon. Ultimately, she plans on
earning a master’s degree.

“Being able to be at home was a huge
benefit,” said the mother of two.

Corley, who was an honor student and a
math/English tutor at HCC, is a substitute

Connie White, Sheri Chang and Bobby Corley

teacher for Halifax County Schools. He has
plans of becoming a full-time math teacher.
He earned an Associate in Science-Teacher
Associate degree in 1995 from HCC. He
entered the Associate in Arts—Teacher Prep
program in 2004 and transferred to ECSU in
the spring 2006.

He had been a teacher assistant for Halifax
County for 10 years when he decided to go
back to school. “I promised my grandmother
that I would finish my education and become
a teacher. She has passed on now, but I kept
my promise,” he said.

White was also a 2006 HCC graduate, earning
an Associate in Arts. “I’ve always wanted to
be a teacher since I was a young child,” she
said. “I always had a passion for it.” The
mother of three found it difficult to balance
life and school demands, but not impossible.

Also a substitute in the Halifax County School
System for three years, White aims to earn a
doctorate before she considers her formal
education finished. White enjoyed learning
about the different philosophies and
methods of teaching. “It was a well-rounded
education. We were exposed to all types of
situations,” she added. “It was hectic, but it
was worth it and very rewarding.”

“Blue Magic” in concert
Saturday, June 14, 7 pm

The Centre’s
Home & Garden Show

September 24 - 29

Hours of Operation:
Tuesday thru Friday 12 noon

until 6:00 pm

Phone orders can be made by
calling 252-538-4336.

Tickets can be purchased
online at "e-tix" button.
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